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Dear Friends,  
I am very conscious that our 11th Triennial Meeting is 
only nine months away, so I want to begin by inviting 
you to Orlando, Florida, USA, on 10-14 February, 
2016. If you can possibly join us, I urge you to do so; 
you will make new friends, be strengthened by God’s 
Word and catch the vision of what He is doing around 
the world through like-minded Congregationalists. I also 
urge our member fellowships to do all they can to send 
at least one delegate to the Meeting. We realise that 
some member fellowships may require financial 
assistance to help them send their delegate/s. As a 
body, we will do what we can to assist, but our finances 
have not yet returned to the level they reached before 
our 10th Triennial Meeting in 2013. Sincere thanks to 
those who have generously forwarded gifts to our 
Treasurer and I pray that other individuals and 
fellowships will seriously consider taking this action. 
(N.B. No WECF funds have been spent on the 
President’s travel. Ed.) 
On your behalf, the WECF Executive Committee 
recently sent a US$500 gift to Chuuk, Micronesia, to 
assist with relief efforts following a very destructive 
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typhoon. It was delivered by Rev. Max Vague, 
USA, who visited the Logan Memorial Church 
to teach classes on behalf of Morning Star 
Messengers.  
I continue to be greatly encouraged by the 
practical expressions of love and support 
between member fellowships. A generous gift 
was recently transferred from one of our 
member fellowships to NACC Philippines to 
assist with ongoing relief on Leyte Island 
following Super-Typhoon Haiyan. In recent 
years, another member fellowship has 
provided training seminars for nearby member 
countries; the latest were in April this year. 
Because I have not sought permission to do 
so, and I may be unaware of other generous 
acts, I will not name the fellowships involved, 
but they will know who they are. However, 
there is one gift that I do want to acknowledge 
and I feel this is appropriate because it took 
place several years ago. (see below)     
I began 2015 with a Cheshunt Foundation 
sabbatical in Cambridge, UK, and during the 
term I was delighted to visit five EFCC UK 
churches, where I was warmly welcomed and 
able to bring greetings from our WECF family. 
On 18-22 March, a Mid-Term WECF Meeting 
was held in Cape Town, South Africa. This was 
a wonderfully organised Meeting and it was 
marked by great fellowship and rich blessing. 
Our hosts had chosen an excellent theme: ‘A 
Wonderful Mystery: Christ in you, the Hope of 
Glory,’ and the four theme messages were well 
received. (see report on page 5)  
Following the Mid-Term Meeting, I made ‘flying 
visits’ to our Congregational Fellowships in 
Bulgaria and Macedonia. Although the time 
was brief, I was able to share with some of 
their leaders and churches. A few of the 
highlights were: 
In Bulgaria, Rev. Emmanuel Tinev took me to 
visit the church in Panagyurishte for the first 

time; I was very pleased as I had heard much 
about this church over the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: The church’s Senior Minister, Rev. 
Emmanuel Tinev (right) and Assistant Pastor, 
Luko Shindarov.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was privileged to speak at the mid-week 
Prayer and Bible Study Meeting in the Central 
Church, Sofia.  
Below: Rev. Blagovest Nikolov leading the 
meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I also travelled with Rev. Danail Ignatov (at that 
time, the President of the Union of 
Congregational Churches in Bulgaria) to the 
Congregational Churches’ Conference Centre 
in Velingrad, the venue for our Mid-Term 
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WECF Meeting in 2008, where training 
seminars were being conducted by 
representatives of the Slavic Gospel 
Association. The translator for the seminars 
was Mira Zarev, wife of Pastor Stephen Zarev. 
(mentioned below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From there, I was taken to visit a new church 
building in Rakitovo. This was a powerful 
reminder of the blessings and support we can 
share through our WECF family; it is the 
example to which I have already referred. 
Around ten years ago, this fledgling church 
received a generous gift from a 4Cs USA 
Church, the Fluvanna Community Church, 
Jamestown, NY, pastored by Rev. Dayle 
Keefer. This was for the provision of a church 
building, however, several purchase attempts 
had come to nothing. Recently, in God’s 
perfect timing, with the USA funds meeting 
three-quarters of the cost, a house was 
purchased and is now well on the way to being 
refurbished as a worship centre. At the time of 
my visit, Sunday services were due to 
commence on the Bulgarian (Orthodox) Easter 
weekend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below: Pastor Stephen Zarev and the new 
church building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: The main meeting room  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: Pastor Stephen Zarev and Rev. Danail 
Ignatov looking from the upstairs level of the 
property, which will be used for the Sunday 
School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During my visit to Macedonia, I was privileged 
to preach at the Central Church, Skopje. Just 
as it was in Sofia, it was good to renew old 
friendships.  
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Below: Preaching with translator, Pavle 
Kostadinov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was also delighted to again visit the ‘Nevi 
Gili’ (New Song) Romany Church in Shutka.  
Below: Some of the church’s leadership team 
in front of the church building  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: Our hosts took the opportunity to 

provide some worship songs for the occasion; 

Pastor Ramen is in the centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since my last visit, the church purchased the 

building shown above, (which has two rooms 

of equal size) and it intends to remove the 

central wall to form a single worship centre 

seating around 140. The building is ideally 

located within a short distance of Shutka’s 

central market.  

 

In recent weeks, my family and I have suffered 

the sudden passing of my much-loved brother, 

Graeme. This came as a confronting reminder 

of the frailty and uncertainty of life, but also a 

powerful reminder of the sovereignty, love and 

comfort of God.  

During the week following Graeme’s death, 

one of his teaching colleagues sent our family 

members an extract from a devotional he had 

delivered to his students. It was a privilege to 

read these words to the congregation during 

the Thanksgiving Service for his life. These are 

words of encouragement for each of us:  

“Jesus warned us that in this life we will have 

troubles. We live in a world affected by sin. 

Situations will surprise us. They never surprise 

God, but they will us – situations that can be 

incredibly painful and difficult. 

But we never walk alone. Christ is walking with 

us, closer than a brother. He is there to 

comfort and guide and see us through. And 

what a tremendous blessing that is for us as 

God’s children. Imagine facing the sorts of 

challenges in life that we face, without God. 

How hard that must be. How lonely in our 

spirit. 

Thank God, that when troubles come, we can 

call on Him. And he is always there with us – 

and for us.” 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Alan  
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The members of EFCC South Africa were very gracious hosts during the recent Mid-Term 

Meeting, 18 to 22 March. in Cape Town. The local delegates and ten overseas visitors enjoyed 

perfect weather and the beautiful scenery that surrounded their accommodation, and they were 

wonderfully looked after by the staff at the Joie de Vivre Conference Centre.  

The Conference Centre is situated in a beautiful pastoral region of the Western Cape District, 

approximately 45 minutes from Cape Town, and during the meeting, there were ample 

opportunities to enjoy the countryside, historic sites and the grandeur of Table Mountain. 
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The evening meeting speakers and their message titles were: 

Rev. Alan Best (WECF President), Australia – A Wonderful Person, “Christ”  

Rev. Dr. Ron Hamilton (WECF Member-at-Large), USA – A Wonderful Possession, “in you”  

Rev. David Saunders (WECF Ambassador), UK – A Wonderful Prospect, “the hope of glory” 

Rev. Gwynne Evans (EFCC UK) – A Wonderful Purpose, “perfect in Christ.”  

The morning devotional messages were presented by: 

Rev. Michael Van Heerden, South Africa; Rev. Barnaby Alsop, UK;  Rev. Paul Andrianatos,  

Australia. 

An enthusiastic group of young people led the first part of the opening meeting. 
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Each country represented at the Meeting brought a report about God’s work in their fellowship. 

These reports were a blessing and an encouragement.  

The attendees were also blessed to share times of prayer and rich fellowship was enjoyed 

during meals and after the evening meetings.  

Below: On Thursday 19, an outing to Western Cape congregations took delegates to the 

Maranatha Paal Congregational Church in its house church setting. 
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The outing on Thursday 19, also included a visit to the Franschhoek Congregational Church, 

pastored by Rev. Albany Frolick, current Chairman of the EFCC SA. It is a thriving congregation 

that it is working hard to complete its building program. The delegates received a warm and 

generous welcome from members of  the congregation. 
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On Sunday 22, the Meeting delegates joined with the congregation of the Kraaifontein 

Congregational Church for it’s worship service; this church is pastored by Rev. Michael Van 

Heerden. The speaker was Rev. David Saunders (top left) and the Communion Service was led 

by Rev. Andrew Julius (top right). There was a warm welcome for all and the fellowship was 

sweet.  
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During the day outings, delegates were privileged to visit the Drakenstein Prison from which 

Nelson Mandela was released (top right), the Castle of Good Hope (above) and Robben Island 

where Nelson Mandela was incarcerated for 18 years of a total of 27 (below). Drakenstein 

Prison and Robben Island were very moving experiences for local delegates and overseas 

visitors alike. 
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PAUL TOMS (USA) 
Rev. Dr. Paul Toms passed away on 7 February, 2015, at the age of 90. He 

and his wife, Eva, served as missionaries in Hawaii (1952-1962); he was 

the Director of the Congregational Board of Evangelism, Sydney, Australia 

(1962-1965); he was at Park Street Congregational Church, Boston, 

Massachusetts, USA, as Assistant Pastor (1965-1969) and Senior Pastor 

(1969-1989). Paul was a member of the Board of Trustees (1973-2005) of 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and  served as Dean of the Chapel 

from 1989. The “Paul E. and Eva B. Toms Lectureship in Missiology and 

Global Christianity” at Gordon-Conwell is named in their honour. He also served as Chairman and 

Minister-at-Large for World Relief for fifteen years and as President of the National Association of 

Evangelicals. During his time at Park Street, he was regularly heard on several radio stations, 

preached in many parts of the world and was the author of “Winning the Battles of Life” and “The 

Story of Mokuaikaua Church.” 

 
 
 

BRIAN DUPONT (UK) 
It is with sadness that we inform you of the passing of Brian Dupont. 

Together with Stan Guest and Gordon Booth, Brian was one of the 

foremost architects of the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational 

Churches UK. Brian had pastorates at Latimer Memorial Congregational 

Church Beverley, and Staines Congregational Church, and had a richly 

blessed ministry. To a great extent, Brian helped shape the EFCC and 

apart from his preaching and pastoral skills was a very able 

administrator. Brian had been in declining health for some years and was 

very conscious that his home-call might come soon. Please remember his wife, Brenda, and 

their family in your prayers.                                                     

(Mike Plant - used with permission) 
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PAULO NUNES (PORTUGAL) 
After a lengthy illness, Paulo Nunes, went to be with his Lord on Monday, 20 

April, 2015. Paulo formerly pastored the Primera Igreja Evangélica 

Congregacional de Lisboa (Chelas) and Igreja Evangélica do Seixal. Paulo 

served as one of our translators (and was a delegate from Portugal) during 

the 9th Triennial Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 2010. He also co-

ordinated the activities for the Mid-Term WECF Meeting held in Portugal in 

the summer of 2011, serving as one of the translators and the tour guide for 

overseas visitors. 

Rev. David Saunders and Rev. Peter Taylor from EFCC UK visited Paulo, his wife Christina and 

their sons during recent months to encourage and support them during this difficult time. The 

WECF President, Rev. Alan Best, was also able to spend time with Paulo and Christina during a 

visit to Portugal in April, 2014.  

Please continue to uphold Paulo’s family and friends in prayer in the coming months. 

 

 

 
 

GRAEME BEST (AUSTRALIA) 
Graeme was promoted to glory on Saturday, 2 May, 2015, aged 61. He 

died suddenly while engaged in a “Bike for Bibles” fundraising ride with 

students from the Illawarra Christian School where he had taught since 

2007. Previously, he had served as one of the ministers at Miranda 

Congregational Church from 1992 to 2006; in the early years of this 

service he completed his studies for the ministry. Prior to 1992, Graeme 

had worked as a government high school teacher from 1976. He was a 

popular, well-respected and much-loved teacher who always involved 

himself in the student Christian bodies in the schools where he taught.  

During his years of ministry, Graeme served as President of the FCC (2000-2001), represented 

the FCC at the Amsterdam 2000 World Conference for Evangelists and presented one of the 

theme messages at the 6th WECF Triennial Meeting in Olds, Alberta, Canada, in 2001. His 

involvement with WECF began during the 3rd Triennial Meeting in Sydney, Australia, in 1992. 

Although not serving as an FCC minister after 2006, Graeme remained vitally interested in the 

work of WECF and greatly valued his friendship with members of the WECF family. He was 

delighted to briefly attend the 10th Triennial Meeting in Wollongong, Australia, 2013. 
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PLAN TO BE THERE  
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180 spacious rooms, complimentary wi-fi, meeting rooms, business 
centre, fitness centre, outdoor pool, guest laundry room, same day 

laundry and dry cleaning service, complimentary airport shuttle 
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Children can be reached effectively with the 

Gospel through Vacation Bible Clubs. One UK 

Congregational Church came up with an 

original idea to reach the children of its local 

community. Morley Community Church in West 

Yorkshire, UK, hired a local ‘Playhouse’ 

children's soft play centre. There are many of 

these in the UK catering for children up to 11 

years of age and they are equipped with a 

variety of play equipment, including slides and 

ball pools. This attractive venue became the 

hub for a week's Vacation Bible Club for 

children. 

Operating each morning of a week during the 

school holidays, a total of 37 children enjoyed 

games, Bible stories, craft, singing, memorising 

Bible verses, quizzes and completing 

workbooks relating to the theme of the week. 

They were also able to play on the huge range 

of equipment in the Playhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The children showing their craft with 

children’s worker, Claudine Uwizeye, and 

Elisabet Suvanjeiev 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eight volunteers from the church gave a 

combined total of over 100 hours of their time 

to organise the program, supervise children, 

provide craft activities, make refreshments, 

provide music and drive the minibus that 

transported the children. They were led by 

Claudine Uwizeye, a children’s evangelist from 

the Cannon Park Congregational Church in 

Middlesbrough. Claudine works alongside 

EFCC and other churches in the North of 

England. 

Children were able to make fish from paper 

plates, chocolate fingers and buttons, decorate 

gingerbread men, make smiley faces from 

biscuits, and create pom-pom caterpillars 

during their craft activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE CLUBS ARE FUN 
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All the children (except one) had no church 

connection at all. As they participated in the 

daily program, they drank in the stories about 

Jesus and enthusiastically took part in the 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church concluded the Vacation Bible Club 

with a Family Craft Café and Prize Giving. 

Children and their parents were invited to an 

enjoyable afternoon of craft making and food. 

The local Mayor of Morley (Councillor Wyn 

Kidger) was invited to present prizes (Christian 

books or DVDs) to each of the children. This 

final event provided an opportunity to link with 

parents and civic leaders and share the Gospel 

message with them too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morley Community Church is only a small 

church of just 20 people in the north of 

England. Only eight members of the 

congregation are in paid employment; the rest 

are either retired or unemployed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the last five years, the church has been 

pastored by the Rev. Capt. Steve Wright, who 

previously worked as an airline pilot. The town 

is a former textile and mining community that is 

preoccupied with materialism and dominated 

by apathy. Despite all the obstacles, the 

congregation is seeking to share the Gospel in 

imaginative ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Secretary, Andy Dalton, concluded, 

"However small a church may be - there are 

always opportunities to share the Gospel. 

Using this local Playhouse proved to be a 

magnet to draw children to the Vacation Bible 

Club.  It was hard work but well worthwhile." 

Kindly submitted by Andy Dalton, Church 

Secretary,  

Morley Congregational Church, UK 
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Dear Ones in the Lord,  

I am pleased to announce that during our Annual Assembly this year, held on 24-25 of April in 

Sofia, Rev. George Zhelev was elected as our new Chairman.  

After 12 years of service, Rev. Danail Ignatov stepped down; the Union of the Evangelical 

Congregational Churches expressed thankfulness and gratitude for his integrity and 

commitment throughout these 12 years.  

We pray that the Lord will give wisdom to Rev. Zhelev in his new role. 

On behalf of the denomination, 

Rev. Stanislav Alexiev  

Secretary 

Union of Congregational Churches in Bulgaria 

Right: Rev. George Zhelev presenting  
Bulgaria’s report to the  

10th Triennial WECF Meeting, 2013. 
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Report  kindly submitted by Rev. George Zhelev, CEF, Bulgaria 
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The Shalom Children’s Home, mentioned in a previous issue (April 2014), commenced with 12 

children, but has now grown to 30. This dramatic increase means that their limited funds are 

stretched even further than they already were. To raise income for the home, Pastor Go, from 

Yangon, has commenced a quail farm. At this stage it is 

still a small project, but Pastor Go would like to extend 

the barn to house 5,000 quail. The building costs for 

such a large structure are expensive because the cost of 

materials (fencing, metal roofing and other necessities) 

is high. Please pray for Pastor Go, his team and the on-

going work in Myanmar. Donations for this work can be 

forwarded through the WECF Treasurer. 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
This is to let you know that the 49th Annual Leaders Conference of the ECCI ended successfully 
on 27th April, 2015. The conference was attended by 77 delegates from the six presbyteries 
under the ECCI. The messages brought by the speakers were inspiring and challenging. Thanks 
for your prayer. . . . . Let’s continue to uphold one another. 
Blessings, 

 

 

 

 
The Evangelical Churches Association, Manipur,  

which is a member of the WECF, belongs to the ECCI. 

 

AND BE AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE  
WECF FAMILY.  

EMAIL YOUR NEWS, PRAYER AND  
PRAISE POINTS TO  

kerrian.cartledge@hotmail.com 
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“The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy” (Psalm 126.3). 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It is our prayer that you are persevering, strong in the Lord’s promises and doing His will with joy.  

We have received many blessings in this past year. At the end of January it will be one year 

since we returned to Brazil after almost nine years serving the LORD in Portugal. It is good to be 

back, but we so miss our dear Portuguese brethren in Christ. In February, we will be back with 

them to take part in a special anniversary service for all our Congregational churches in Portugal. 

On that occasion, the Rev. Bruno Xavier will be installed to the pastorate of the Ponte de Sor 

Church after a ministry of about 20 years in Brazil. He is accompanied by his wife, Graciane, and 

their two daughters, Bruna (18) and Amanda (12), as he takes up the challenge of reaching 

Portuguese folk with the Gospel. We believe that this new time in the life of the church will be 

one of great blessing from God.     

As for ourselves, Alina is still having treatment after the chemotherapy – she has injections which 

are a sort of vaccine against cancer, hoping to prevent its return. The whole course of treatment 

is 17 sessions . . . . . As for me, Vanderli, I am still experiencing much discomfort as a result of 

the urinary tract problem which appeared in 2008 and for which, as yet, I have had no definite 

diagnosis . . . . . We await more details about this before treatment begins.  

But, amidst of all of this, the LORD has blessed us by giving us a flock to care for! At the 

beginning of December, 2014 I took on the pastorate of the Evangelical Congregational Church 

in Campinas, in the interior of São Paulo state. The work is going well, and we are working hard 

in the areas of Christian Education, social and evangelistic ministries, and worship and sacred 

music. We believe that we will be given the ability and strength to go through with this new 

personal and ministerial challenge.  

We are so grateful for you, brothers and sisters in Christ, and ask the LORD to recompense you 

for all the intercession on our behalf.   

In the love of Christ, 

Vanderli and Alina Carreiro 

 

 

We rejoice with Vanderli and Alina that on Saturday, 31 January, 2015, a Thanksgiving Service 

was held in the Congregational Church in Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil, to commemorate 

Vanderli’s 45 years in Pastoral Ministry, and that they were able to return to Ponte de Sor for the 

Anniversary in February. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS  
OF  

MEMBER COUNTRIES 

 

CCCC - Canada - 1 to 3 July, 2015 - “CLIMBING HIGHER DIGGING DEEPER”  

- Comox Valley, BC  
 

CCCC - USA - 20 to 23 July, 2015 -  “FULLY INVESTED” -  Rochester, NY 
 

FCC - Australia - 23 to 26 September, 2015 

 

 

 

So we can prayerfully support each other, 

please forward your Annual Conference  

details to the Editor. 

During the FCC Annual Assembly in 2014, a project was 
adopted to construct Stage 1 of “The Vine and Branches” NACC 
Campsite in Tagatay, Philippines, in January, 2016.  
 

The aim of the project is to build a covered basketball court plus 
amenities blocks and kitchen so our Filipino brothers and sisters 
can begin using the land for ministry.  
 

Our fundraising goal is AU$60,000 (with at least 80% to be raised by July, 2015). A team is 
preparing to visit the Philippines to work on the site during January, 2016. The trip will be 
conducted over three weeks and participants will be involved in the fit-out of the amenities blocks 
and kitchen, and the construction of the 
basketball court roof. Week 2 of the trip will be 
devoted to ministry opportunities. Participants 
are encouraged to attend for the three weeks, 
but two weeks is also an option. 
 

Please pray for this project and the fundraising 
activities of FCC churches. 
 

Pastor Cameron Douglas, from Jannali 
Congregational Church, is co-ordinating the 
FCC’s role in this exciting project. (See article 
on page 25) 
 
Right: Pastor Symphony Castillo visiting the 
campsite. 
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(1658—1714) 
RICHARD DAVIS OF ROTHWELL  
BY PETER BEALE 
A Welshman, born in Cardiganshire, he moved 

to London at the age of 22 where he became 

master of a grammar school from 1680 until he 

was called to Rothwell. It was while in London 

that God brought him to faith in Christ. One 

factor leading to his conversion was a 

conversation he had with Dr John Owen, who 

asked him after what manner he thought to go 

to God. “Through the Mediator” was his 

response. At this, Dr Owen replied, “Young 

man, that is easily said; but I do assure you 

that it is another thing to go to God through the 

Mediator indeed, than perhaps many men who 

make use of the expression are aware of. I 

myself  preached  Christ  some  years,  when  I  

had  but  very  little  if  any  experimental 

acquaintance with God through Christ; until the 

Lord was pleased to visit me with sore 

affliction, whereby I was brought to the mouth 

of the grave, and under which my soul was 

oppressed with horror and darkness; but God 

graciously relieved my Spirit in a powerful 

application of Psalm 130:4 – ‘But there is 

forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 

feared.’ From whence I received special 

instruction, peace and comfort, in drawing near 

to God, through the Mediator; and preached 

thereupon, immediately after my recovery.” 

Following his conversion, Davis became a 

member of Silver Street Congregational 

Church. Before long his gifts were recognised 

by the church and he was encouraged to make 

public use of them. It was not long before news 

of him reached the Congregational Church at 

Rothwell in Northamptonshire, which had been 

formed in around 1655, and he received a call 

to the pastorate there. 

 

CONTROVERSIAL 
He was a controversial figure and attracted 

much criticism. To what extent this was due to 

his somewhat combative nature it is difficult to 

estimate at this distance in time – there may 

just be an element of truth in the claim made 

by his most ardent detractor that critics were 

dismissed on the grounds that “they that speak 

against Mr. Davis speak against the Gospel.” 

One of the accusations made against him was 

that he was a hyper-Calvinist, denying the free 

offer of the Gospel. However, Mike Plant, in a 

paper given at the Congregational Studies 

Conference  in  1987,  shows  convincingly  

that  he  continued  to  uphold  the  free  offer 

throughout his ministry. 

One of the remarkable things about Richard 

Davis’ ministry at Rothwell, particularly in the 

early years, was the phenomenal growth in the 

membership, and undoubtedly the Lord was at 

work in revival. And the blessing was not 

restricted to the town of Rothwell, but folk from 
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the surrounding areas were converted in large 

numbers. During the course of his ministry, six 

churches were planted from Rothwell. 

 

LAY PREACHERS 
A notable feature of his practice, and one 

which brought him much criticism, particularly 

from Presbyterians, was his use of what might 

be called “lay preachers.” Norman Glass 

writes: “He not only preached himself wherever 

he was requested, or wherever he thought the 

people greatly needed the sound of the 

Gospel; but he also sent out members of his 

own church to minister in far distance places to 

those whom he had gathered into church 

fellowship. This, in his day, was a completely 

new thing – it was ‘Independentism’ with a 

vengeance.” 

 

EVANGELISTIC ZEAL 
Davis describes his fervent evangelistic aims in 

his ministry at Rothwell, writing at a time when 

ill-health prevented the journeyings of earlier 

years: “Since it pleased the God of all grace to 

call me to labour in His vineyard, He thought 

good to implant in me some bowels for poor 

souls, which laid me under a necessity to take 

many journeys formerly, to offer the grace of 

God in Christ, and to proclaim His name to 

saints and sinners, under many labours, 

frowns, and reproaches. Thus, I continued 

when the darkness grew great amongst God’s  

children and my labours met with many 

discouragements, because I thought the Lord’s 

sick family did in a manner want visits of love, 

and the souls of the disciples stood in the 

greatest need of confirmation in so gloomy a 

dispensation.” 

Davis died on 11 September, 1714, in his 56th 

year. The church book records: “Mr. Richard 

Davis, Pastor, after he had faithfully with hard  

labour and travel thro’ many and great 

difficulties, slanders, reproaches, and 

persecutions, for about five and twenty years 

served the Lord in this house. He was taken to 

rest. And to receive the crown of glory.” 

Maurice writes: “His mind was stayed upon the 

Lord, and so was kept in perfect peace. The 

doctrine of God’s everlasting love to His 

chosen, their covenant-relation to Christ, their 

justification through grace in the imputed 

righteousness of Christ, together with all their 

salvation under the operations of the Spirit, 

through all grace, unto all glory, his soul to the 

last delighted in. He rejoiced greatly that he 

was going to the God of all grace, and desired 

others might rejoice with him on that account; 

and having gone through his appointed time 

fell asleep in Jesus.” 

 

 

(Published in the series, ‘Congregational 

Worthies’ in Congregational Concern, EFCC. 

Used with permission)  
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DOUGLAS FAMILY VISIT TO THE PHILIPPINES 
This January, our family had the pleasure and privilege to travel to the 
Philippines and visit a number of NACC churches.  
 

ZAMBALES PROVENCE 
The Zambales Provence would have to be the most stunning 
countryside I have ever seen; with towering mountains to stunning 
flatlands that slide straight into the sea. The people are smiling and 
welcoming, yet behind the smile and welcome is an inherent struggle.  
The majority of the community live a ‘subsistence lifestyle.’  What they 
grow or catch is their daily food. Some have a small income that allows 
them to buy a few extra things, but when the fish aren’t biting or the 
crops fail, it is a very basic diet.  
 

One village we visited, Bayaba, is a fishing village (not on the water but 
a short walk away) where a number of people try to get to the local 
Congregational Church. This is not easy, so the church built a hut a little 
closer that they used to hold prayer meetings and Bible study. During a 
recent typhoon it was trashed and also a brick building next to it lost its 
windows and roof. In our discussion, all they talked about was praying 
for the funds to help rebuild the prayer hut; they missed the roof, but for 
them it was more important to get their prayer hut back. 
 

My reflections on this village and all the other churches in the area was 
that they truly had to trust God for all their needs; it was not a throw-
away line from the Lord’s Prayer, but it was truly something they had to 
do. Today, in our Western culture, we pray the Lord’s Prayer and we 
say we trust God for our daily needs, but I will be the first to put my 
hand up and say that I really don’t. I know that on a certain day of the 
month my bank balance will look healthy again. I know that if the milk is 
low I can just walk down the street anytime and replace it. In a way, I 
rely on my own abilities to provide for my daily needs. Even worse, I 
stress about my daily needs and wants. For me, the challenge I face, 
and all Westerners face, is truly trusting Jesus for our daily needs. 
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life? (Matthew 6:25-27) 
 

(Article reproduced from “Congregational Communications” FCC, 
Australia, February, 2015 - Pastor Cameron Douglas, Jannali 
Congregational Church) 
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